Christie B ie

Christie will be a 5th Grade Teacher this Fall at
Grace Academy. She is married to her husband, Ron
and they have 8 children, Alicia, Lydia, Matthias,
Duncan, Teagan, Tallia, Taryn & Brenna and 5
grandchildren.
She graduated from Western Governor’s University
with a B.S. in Elementary Education and from
Purdue University with a M.S. in Education.
Mrs. Bowie has over 20 years of teaching experience
with various jobs in Education for 26 years.
Christie enjoys weaving, knitting, and hiking in her
free time.
“I am excited to join Grace because I will be working
together with others to teach and reach students with
the grace of God. I am passionate about teaching
because I can help Open their eyes to the glory of
God all around us and help them find their identities
as His image bearers.”

Amb C bs
After being a part of the Grace family for several
years as a parent, Amber is now joining our team
this Fall, serving as our School Nurse. She is married
to her husband, Shaun and they have 2 children,
Kaylee and Dylan. Kaylee will be in the 6th grade
this year at Grace.
She graduated from Chattanooga State Community
College with a A.S. in Nursing.
Mrs. Combs' latest role was in the Neonatal Intensive
Unit at the Children’s Hospital at Erlanger, where she
served for 5 years.
Traveling, watching movies, and playing board
games are Amber’s favorite things to do when she
has extra time on her hands.
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“I am excited to join the Grace team because I love
the atmosphere and the people I have met so far are
so kind and welcoming. I love working with kids
because they are funny, witty, and such a joy to be
around.”

Rachell C ley
Rachell will be our School Counselor this Fall at Grace
Academy. She is married to her husband, Matthew and
they have 3 children, Kaitlyn, Drew, and Ashlyn. Ashlyn
will be entering 9th grade this Fall at Grace.
She obtained a B.S. in Special Education from Lee
University and a M.S. in School Counseling from the
University of West Alabama.
Mrs. Comley has over 15 years of counseling experience.
She most recently served as the School Counselor at
Ringgold Middle School.
Some of Rachell’s favorite hobbies are traveling, reading,
and spending time with her friends and family.
“I am so excited to be able to work and minister in an
environment that encourages me to share my core values
and beliefs, which are rooted in my relationship with Jesus
Christ. I look forward to working with students, families,
and faculty to encourage Christian growth and
development in every area of their lives. I have always
been passionate about helping children discover their
strengths and God's calling for their lives.For older
students, career guidance and counseling is one of my
favorite things to dive into.”

C d o Cummings
After being involved in our ministry as a part time
coach, Cordaro will now join our team full time. He will
serve as a Lower School Physical Education Teacher and
a Middle School Electives Teacher this Fall. He served
as the Head Middle School Baseball Coach for 2 years,
but will be the High School Baseball Coach this
upcoming season. He is married to his wife, Mariah who
is our Director of Public Relations. Cordaro and Mariah
have a son named Noah.
He graduated from Hiwassee College with a A.S. in
Science and Lane College with a B.S. in Sociology.
Mr. Cummings latest role was at Howard High School,
where he served as the STEM teacher.
Cordaro enjoys working out, playing sports, and fishing
in his free time.
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“I am so thrilled to be a part of the Grace Academy
family. I cannot wait to engage with all of the wonderful
students and coworkers in an environment where biblical
truth is prioritized. Growing up, I had the privilege of
having teachers who impacted my life in an
extraordinary way. That is my hope, to be a mentor and a
teacher who sees beyond our kids as just “students”, and
to teach them in a way that reaches each learning style,
where God is glorified.”

Lisa Elkund
Lisa will be a 3rd Grade Teacher this Fall at Grace
Academy. She and her husband, Jody and 2 children
recently moved from Colorado to our area. Kaylin and
Jordan will both be attending Grace this Fall as well.
She obtained her B.S. in Psychology from Colorado
Christian University.
Mrs. Eklund’s latest role was at Vanguard Classical
School in Aurora Colorado, where she served as a 2nd
Grade Teacher.
Lisa enjoys gardening, exploring new places, and
watching movies with her family in her free time.
“I’m excited about being in a Christian environment
where I can help children think critically about the
world around them and act biblically as an ambassador
of Christ. I’m passionate about creating engaging
learning environments where children can learn and
apply knowledge through hands-on activities. I love
seeing those “a-ha!” moments where a student
understands and feels confidence from mastering a
new skill.”

Bri any H
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Brittany will be a Kindergarten Teacher this Fall at
Grace Academy. She is married to her husband,
Nathan.
She graduated from Lee University with a B.S. in
Elementary Education.
Before Grace, Mrs. Harris’ most recent role was at a
STEM Designed school, where she served as a
Kindergarten and 1st Grade Teacher.
You might find Brittany reading, interior decorating,
or playing games with her friends in her free time.
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“I’m so excited to join this tight knit community. I’m
also so excited to integrate my faith into my
instruction. I have previously taught in a public school,
so I cannot wait to talk about Jesus with sweet kiddos
every day! I believe every child deserves a loving and
godly role model in their educational setting. It’s an
honor to help kids bridge any gaps and establish strong
foundations both academically and spiritually, all
while building strong and loving relationships.”

Andrea Kahrs
Andrea will be a 5th Grade Teacher this Fall at Grace
Academy. She is married to her husband, Kris and they have
4 children, Juliana, Caden, Ethan, and Anna Grace. Juliana
(6th), Caden (5th), and Ethan (3rd) will be joining us this Fall
as well.
She graduated from CSU East Bay with a B.A. in Liberal
Studies and Early Childhood Studies.
Mrs. Kahrs has over 10 years of teaching experience. Her
latest role was at King’s Valley Christian School in Concord,
CA, where she served as a Kindergarten, 3rd Grade, and 5th
Grade Teacher.
Andrea enjoys reading, anything to do with water, and
traveling in her free time.
'When I left my home in California, I also left behind a school
community that was my family. It left a void that I wasn’t
sure I’d be able to fill again. When God opened the door for
me at Grace, it felt like God was giving me back a home…a
place to use my God-given talents to plant seeds in the next
generation. A place to watch my own kids grow academically
and spiritually. I am passionate about developing critical
thinkers that can influence their culture through a Biblical
worldview. I love being able to encourage students to push
beyond their limits and grow in executive functioning skills
needed for success in life while simultaneously opening their
hearts to the love and grace of God!"

Melanie McD ald
Melanie will be an Upper School Math Teacher this
Fall at Grace Academy. She is married to her husband,
Chris and they have 4 children, Michael, Andrew,
Anna, and Sarah. Sarah will also join us this Fall.
She obtained a B.S. in Secondary Education from the
University of Georgia.
With many years of teaching experience, Mrs.
McDonald’s latest role was serving as a High School
Math Teacher at Catoosa County Homeschool Co-op.
Cooking, jewelry making, and walking on the beach
are Melanie’s favorite things to do.
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“I am excited to be a part of a community that values
academics as well as a love for Christ and a desire to
serve Him. I love it when things “click” and begin to
make sense for a student. I love it when a student who
thought they hated math begins to love math because
they start to understand it. They become excited as
they see their hard work pay off. I enjoy seeing their
confidence grow as they succeed.”

Michelle Stevens
Michelle is moving with her family from the state of
California to be an Upper School Math Teacher this
Fall at Grace Academy.
She graduated from Fresno Pacific University with a
B.A. in Mathematics.
Ms. Stevens previously served as a Substitute Teacher
and a Math Tutor at Fresno Pacific University for 3
years, prior to joining Grace.
Michelle enjoys cooking, baking, and watching
movies in her free time.
“I am so excited to join the Grace Academy family
because I am new to the area and I am looking forward
to being a part of such a close knit community! I am
passionate about teaching kids math because I truly
believe that everyone can succeed at it!

Zac Sauls

After being a parent in our Grace family, Zac is now joining our team
as an Upper School Resource Teacher this Fall. He will also serve as a
Middle School Soccer Coach. He is married to his wife, Callen and
they have 2 daughters, Eliana and Amelia. Amelia will be entering the
1st Grade this Fall at Grace.
He graduated from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga with a
B.S. in Secondary Education.
Mr. Combs has over 10 years of teaching experience, with his latest
role at Red Bank Middle School, where he served as an 8th Grade
Inclusion Teacher.
Zac enjoys taking his daughters to all the fun places they love in
Chattanooga, watching sports (especially Auburn football and Braves
baseball), and playing church league kickball in his free time.
“My family has fallen in love with GBA through the experience of
our daughter, Amelia, during her Kindergarten year. It was evident to
us that God's Word was being poured into her daily and that she felt
so loved at her school. I am excited to join a group of teachers who
give parents the same assurance that we feel, that their child is being
academically challenged and supported, endowed with biblical truths
and loved. I believe that all students are capable of being successful
learners when provided with the supports to meet their individual
needs. I believe that God has given each of us unique abilities and it is
a privilege to be able to guide students to discover their gifts, build on
their strengths and provide them with the tools they need to persevere
through difficult concepts.”

Dwayne Whitehe t
Dwayne will be an Upper School Bible Teacher this Fall at
Grace Academy. He will also serve as the High School Girls’
Soccer Coach. He is married to his wife, Kelly who teaches
3rd Grade at Grace as well. Dwayne and Kelly have 2
daughters, Jacklyn and Lauren and 1 grandson.
He obtained a B.S. in Physical Education fromTennessee
Temple University and a M.S. in Physical Education from
NC Central University.
Mr. Whiteheart has been involved in Christian Education for
over 30 years. His latest role was at Grace Christian School
in Sanford, NC, where he served as the Athletic Director and
Physical Education Teacher.
You can find Dwayne watching college basketball, playing
golf, or spending time with his grandson in his free time.
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“I am excited to be working at a quality Christian school like
Grace Baptist Academy that has a great reputation in
Chattanooga and to work with other quality educators. I am
looking forward to the opportunity to continue teaching,
coaching and working with young people. This will be my
33rd year in Christian Education. “I have a passion for
teaching because I want to be a positive influence in the lives
of students and help them grow academically, athletically
and spiritually.”

